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284 NOTICES OF BOOKS< 

Macdonell, and Hillebrandt are to be found in the collection of works used by the author, 
which is misnamed a bibliography, but the use made of the vast stores of authentic 
information of actual ritual usage contained in the many published Vedic texts is wholly 
inadequate, and indeed inexplicable. Hence we have grave errors such as the mistaking 
of the mere speculations of the Brahmins (ix. 411) for real popular beliefs,4 and the over- 
looking of many pieces of evidence, which would however have had the grave disadvantage 
of warning the author of the unsafe grounds on which his theories were based. One 
striking instance may be adduced : Sir J. Frazer has now (x. 328-46 : xi. 1-44) abandoned 
the real support of the theory of the offering of the god as a magic rite to produce fertility, 
namely, the fire festivals of ancient Europe, which Mannhardt interpreted as the burning 
of the vegetation spirit, by accepting the view of Westermarck that the burning was 
intended to destroy witches. It is true that despite his definite acceptance of the new 
view, which strictly speaking overthrows the whole of the principle of the death of the 
god in order to come to life again, Sir J. Frazer still argues that Balder was burned as a 
god, but this is perhaps merely an inconsequence. What is more important is that there 
exists 5 a record of a period, which may safely be placed at not later than 800 B.C., which 
tells us of an Indian rite performed at a winter solstice in which an Aryan and a Aidra 
fought each other for the possession of a round white skin, the Aryan proving victor : the 
text says expressly that the skin was a symbol of the sun, and every competent authority 
on the subject is agreed that the rite was essentially one connected with the giving of 
power to the sun, a fact which tells quite definitely in favour of the view of Mannhardt 
that the modern fire festivals are essentially connected with the sun's course. But at the 
same time the same texts show us that the fire was always a most effective weapon to burn 
up the evil spirits which assailed the sacrifice, an explanation which is surely worth at 
least as much as Westermarck's researches among the Berber tribes. Both features were 
at any rate present in the Indian winter fire festival of 800 B.c., and the choice between 
the two made by Sir J. Frazer is needless and unjustified; the difficulty is rather to assign 
each its due share. 

A. BERRIEDALE KEITH. 

4 See Journ. Royal Asiatic Society, 1915, pp. 
127-31. 

SFull accounts of the Mahivrata rite which 

took place at the winter solstice will be found 

in A. Hillebrandt, Die Sonnwendfeste in Ait- 
Indien (Roman. Forschungen, v.), and in Trans. 
of 3rd. Internat. Congr. Hist. Rel. ii. 49-58 

The Asiatic I)ionysos. By GLADYS M. N. DAVIS. x + 276 pp. London: G. Bell 
and Sons, 1914. 10s. 6d. net. 

This book is an interesting example of the misapplication of erudition in support of a 
theory based on false premises. Against the prevalent theory of a Thracian origin of 
Dionysos the author raises the objection that it is necessary to explain the existence of 
the parallel Soma cult in India, and the references to the connection of Dionysos with 
uhat country, Phrygia and Crete, and that this can only be done by holding that the 
Thracians were the proto-Aryans and that from Thrace the Sonma cult spread into Asia 
and Greece, a hypothesis contradicted by the fact that the worship is not found in north- 
western Greece. The reason is obviously wholly without weight, but it has sufficed to 
lead the author to an elaborate effort to prove that the Dionysos myth and faith were 
introduced from India, being a reflex of the Soma cult : Soma in the process of entering 
Greece became a wine god: the chants of the priests were preserved in cult epithets: 
the metaphors used by them of the Soma were transformed into myths, while in the 
mysteries of Eleusis some of the deeper faith lingered on. Thus Dionysos Melpomnenos 
is to be traced to the fact that in the Veda Soma is said to flow singing through the sieve, 
the Zagreus myth is due to the slaughter of a ram by the Brahmnins at the time of the 
Soma sacrifice, as 'it is very probable that this rain's fate was considered typical of that 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS 285 

of the Soma plant,' the Titans, connected with Sanskrit titdnah are powers of the air, 
and also identical with the seven Manus and so on. Naturally after this it is not 
surprising to find that Bakchos is Bhaga, the distributor of good things, or Iakchos 
Yaksa, or the Asbolos of Iesiod (Scut. 185) Agvala, or the Nereides connected with 
Nara, or the Centaurs Gandharvas, or that vajin means 'winged' or dih 'pollute,' or 
indeed anything else. It must not, of course, be supposed that the responsibility for the 
original conception of the ridiculous derivation of Dionysos from Soma rests on the 
author, but she must bear the responsibility of resuscitating a view of Langlois and 
Maury which has long since been relegated to the limbo of the other theories of a 
discarded school of mythology. One accusation, however, levelled at Maury is 
undeserved: the word vina which he is accused (p. 140) of inventing is the Sanskrit 
vena, upon which, had she recognized it,` Miss Davis could have based a strong argument 
in support of her theory. 

The defects of the mythological portion of the work will doubtless warn the non- 
Orientalist of the danger of trusting the evidence adduced in the first part (pp. 23-132) 
to prove that Greek philosophy was deeply indebted to India, that Asianism in history 
and rhetoric is due to India, that 'naturism' in Greek art, and the musical innovations of 
Timotheos and Phrynis are due to the same source, and that the metre and verbal style 
of the dithyramb are borrowed from India. To refute these theses in detail would be 
needless: it is sufficient to say that the author does not even know of the existence of 
the one really serious attempt to prove the indebtedness of Pythagoras to India, that the 
doctrine of the ages of the world is not known to a single Vedic text proper, and is 
doubtless much later than the same doctrine in Greece, that Asianism in history and 
oratory cannot have been due to Indian influence if for no other reason than that an 
ornamental Sanskrit prose did not exist for centuries after the date suggested by Miss 
Davis (p. 75), that the features styled 'naturism' in Greek art are found there long 
before India had an art which could be imitated, that no person knows anything about 
the nature of Indian music for centuries after the Christian era, and that the poetical 
style and metre which are supposed to have influenced the dithyramb are not recorded in 
India until centuries after the dithyramb had flourished. 

It need only be added that the author has been singularly unfortunate in her choice 
of authorities on Vedic religion and life, and that the book is disfigured by far too many 
misprints and minor slips. A. B. K. 
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